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Our true challenge today [is] not debts and deficits or global
competition but the need to find a way to live rich, fulfilling
lives without destroying the planet's biosphere, which
supports all life. Humanity has never before faced such a
threat: the collapse of the very elements that keep us
alive."—Geneticist David Suzuki.

It is clear that the situation of the world's environment is
extremely worrying due to increasing population, land and
marine degradation, global warming and climate change.
These trends are placing our natural resources and in
particular our biodiversity, under increasing pressure, plants,
insects and animal species are lost at an alarming rate and
invasive are causing many problems.

The number of species of plants, animals, and
microorganisms, the enormous diversity of genes in these
species, the different ecosystems on the planet, such as
deserts, rainforests and coral reefs are all part of a
biologically diverse Earth.

Biodiversity boosts ecosystem productivity where each
species, no matter how small, all have an important role to
play. For example, a larger number of plant species means
a greater variety of crops; greater species diversity ensures
natural sustainability for all life forms; and healthy
ecosystems can better withstand and recover from a variety
of disasters.

It is therefore most important that we continue to implement
firm steps to preserve our biodiversity as well as our built
heritage— we owe this to all future generations because so
many of these assets are unique to Fiji.



UP AND ABOUT

Fiji's Ambassador to Washington D.C. Mr. Winston Thomas
visited the NTF HQ to discuss current NTF projects and potential
US partnership opportunities.

David Shepherd, the new Director of SPREEP made a courtesy
visit to conservation agencies along Ma'afu street to discuss :
current work priorities for the region. David Sheppard, Robin Yarrow, Bill Aalbersberg

Deputy Director General Mr. William Jackson visited NTF, WWF
and WCS staff during his visit to the IUCN Oceania Regional
Office.

Mr. Bernard Maizeret, the new French Consul for Cultural
Cooperation made a visit to the NTF HQ to discuss potential
partnership projects with the NTF.

Two NTF staff have joined the GIRC team situated at the old Fiji  Elizabeth Erasito & Winston Thompson
Visitors Bureau building. They now provide the public and visitors
with information on historical sites and conservation activities in
the country.

An MOU between WWEF Fiji and NTF was signed between the
respective organizations in February 2010 for mutual collaboration
on the project “Conservation of Marine Turtles in and around
Yadua and Yaduataba.

Taholo Kami, Bill Jackson and Robin Yarrow

Sigatoka Sand Dune National Park Updates Hurricane Tomas Wreaks Havoc
- The SSDNP reforestation program for 2010 was launched | - Waisali Rainforest Reserve was extensively
on the 13th January by the deputy  British High damaged by Hurricane Tomas. Fallen trees and
Commissioner, Mr. Martin Fidler who planted two trees and debris have blocked off tracks in the Reserve. A
installed a plague to commemorate the event. large landslide alongside the main track

entrance has exposed an eroded surface which
is still unstable. The landslide may be further
exacerbated with further rainfall which is
predicted for all of the Fiji group. Park Rangers

- SSDNP hosted the first ever Seed Collection Day on 20th
February. This is part of the Park’s restoration efforts to
extend its last stand of Dry Forest, named the Driodrio

Forest. are now clearing the tracks. All tourism
24 volunteers (children and youths) from nearby villages stakeholders in Savusavu have been notified of
(Yavulo, Volivoli and Cuvu) and Kulukulu Community the Reserve closure. Crops at the village have
assisted the Park Rangers in the collection and sowing of been largely destroyed. The condition of the
seeds of native trees. 8 seed beds were sown with with Jilo, road to the village has deteriorated prohibiting
Vadra, Toto, Vala, Vutu, Bokoi and Sivi seeds and over 30 vehicular access.

native tree seedlings were planted. The volunteers enjoyed
the rest of their day exploring the dunes and learning
interesting facts about the many native trees that make up
the Park’s unique Dry Forest.

“I learnt how to plant native trees, look for native tree seeds
in the forest, what the seeds look like and making seed
beds ... | really enjoyed myself making new friends and
exploring the forest ... Waisali Reserve Landslide
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| liked those multicoloured doves eating the berries of the | Letters and photographs of the damage have
Baka tree ... and | would love to keep on coming to the | been sent to the office of Regional Development
dunes” said 12 year old Jone Nasamila. for further assistance with repairs to the road and
landslide.




This event commences the celebrations for the International
Year of Biodiversity at the Park.

© E.Erasito

From the 4"-6" February, the SSDNP Team retreated to
the Koroyanitu National Heritage Park for some serious
team time. 2009 had been a busy year for the staff
leaving little opportunity for the 3 R’s- Recuperate, Reflect
and Refocus

Koroyanitu provided the perfect getaway for the team to re-
stock and explore another heritage site. All first timers to the
Lautoka Outback, the team were eager to explore the
famous Koroyanitu National Heritage Park. Post retreat
feedback has been absolutely positive.

The range of birds, native tree species and the breathtaking
views kept the team enthralled on their hike to Mt. Batilamu
Lodge. Though the hike was demanding, they had a great
time.

“At the top lodge we were literally in the clouds, and saw an
amazing view far as our eyes could see. Mother Nature is
awesome.” said SSDNP Ranger Sireli. The Park was given a
“two thumbs up” rating by the team.

- Part of the historic Borron House wall alongside
Waimanu Road collapsed as a result of heavy
rainfall during Hurricane Tomas. The house
was built by James M. Borron, who arrived in
Fiji from Scotland in 1872. He owned
plantations on the islands of Cicia, Kanacea
and Mago and in 1890 built the colonial type
house in Suva with characteristics of Scottish
and Fijian heritage. In later years, the house
was occupied by other history making figures
such as Eleanor Roosevelt. With the event of
the Pacific in WWII, American armed forces
occupied the house. Several famous American
admirals and generals stayed in house whilst in
transit to war zones in the Pacific. Following
the war, the famous Fijian Statesman, Ratu Sir
Lala Sukuna and his wife Lady Maraia lived in
the mansion until his death in 1958.

The house which was gifted to the National Trust,
is now managed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for visiting dignitaries of the State government.
The Suva City Administrator, Marica Hallacy has
placed the rehabilitation works on the wall as a
top priority.
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NTF Staff and Council Members, Borron House

SSDNP staff at Mt. Batilamu

- The Sigatoka Rubbish Tip continues to deteriorate with two
fires already in the first quarter of this year. Despite
attempts by the Sigatoka Town Council to beautify the
entrance, the actual rubbish tip is in an appalling state and
has encroached into the Park boundary causing damage to
the forest from fires and untreated waste.

Pacific Community Conservation Area Course

Yaduataba Iguana Sanctuary Senior ranger Pita
Biciloa successfully completed his PICCC course
at USP.

© J.Niukula

Professor Aalbersberg (Lt), Pita Biciloa (centre)
PICCC Course Graduation



A vegetation survey carried out in the National Park in March
2007 did not identify any garbage spillover into the Park from
the landfill. However, later surveys in the National Park in
2008 and in 2009 have now indicated a drastic increase in
garbage being placed in the National Park. There appears to
be improper control, no apparent method of appropriate
landfill and periodic burning of garbage.

The detrimental environmental and ecological impacts of this
inappropriate waste disposal adds to associated public heath
risks to communities in the area created by the spread of
disease carrying organisms emanating from the dump.

The Sigatoka Town Council requires assistance with proper
waste disposal methods and there needs to be action taken
by the Department of Environment in line with the
Environment Management Act.

© E.Erasito

Overflow of rubbish into the SSDNP.

- A report on a preliminary survey of land snails at the
SSDNP was released in February by Elenoa Mila, Alisi
Sheehy, Richard R Singh and Gilianne Brodie of the
Biology Department, University of the South Pacific.

Two introduced shail species of land snails; Quantula
striata and Subulina octona were prevalent in the Park.
Further research is required to establish baseline data of
land snail fauna in the Park, to identify endemic land snhail
species in the park, and to determine whether the
introduced land snails pose a threat to native species of
land snails and to other flora and fauna in the Park.

He presented his case study on the
establishment of Marine Protected Areas in
Yadua through community awareness with the
Fiji Locally-Managed Marine Areas (FLMMA)
partners. The main source of food and livelihood
for the people of Denimanu Village on Yadua
Island is fisheries. Over generations, the
villagers have become known for their skills in
fishing the Yadua seas. With 32 households,
Denimanu Village accommodates a population of
around 230 people. Bech-de-mer diving has
been a major income earner for the village in the
past 10 years followed by earnings made from
selling fish to visiting commercial fisherman who
conduct infrequent visits.

The Yadua Marine Resource Management
Planning Workshop was held from the 20™ to the
23 of October, 2009 accommodating 32
participants from Denimanu Village and eight
representatives from five Districts in the Bua
Province while one came from Naduri Village in
Macuata Province. Degradation to the ecosystem
was identified through factors such as loss of
native forest and increasing land covered by
grassland; decrease in number and size of
certain species such as damu (Mangrove Jack),
some rabbitfishes, mullets, groupers and
mangrove crabs; and water shortage in the
village.

Two MPAs were identified and established within
a month of the FLMMA workshop.

Up Coming Events
" Levuka Town march to celebrate the International Year of Biodiversity. School Term | Holidays.
“ Island Biosecurity Training 28 June — 2 July 2010. Pacific Invasive Initiative (PIl) and NTF
" SCREAM Workshop, Sigatoka Sand Dunes National Park, School Term | Holidays
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